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Two sides to every story 

Cheerleader serves in the Army Reserves 


Nicholas Kenebrew 

Sports Editor 



We have all heard the phrase, there are always two 
sides to every story. Freshman Raven Washington 
is a living example of it. She is a cheerleader 
and soldier at the same time. 

Washington graduated from John 
Tyler High School in 2016 where 
she also cheered. 

She enrolled in TJC to 
major in general studies. 

Washington made the 
cheer team while also 
being a part of the Army 
Reserves. 

Washington joined the 
Army Reserves her senior year in 
high school. She enrolled solely for 
the benefits but she didn’t realize how 
life changing it could be for her. 

“I originally went for the benefits, 
but I realized it was much more than that,” 

Washington said. 

Since joining the Army Reserves, Washington 
has met a lot of interesting people. 

“I meet so many people form around the world. 
Bringing different religions, backgrounds and ethnicities,” 
Washington said. 

The Army Reserve offers students the opportunity to work 
on their careers or attend college full time while serving near 
home. Army Reserve soldiers receive the same training as active- 
duty soldiers. After Basic Combat Training and Advanced 
Individual Training, Army Reserve soldiers return to their 
civilian lives and spend one weekend a month training to keep 
their skills sharp. For roughly two weeks a year, they focus on 
challenging field and specialty training. 


The training she went through made her a different 
person. “It was hard at first, but once I got used to it 
just flowed,” Washington said. 

Washingtons unit is deployable now. 
Around the year 2020-2021 she could be 
chosen to be deployed. Although she has 
to be ready at all times. 

Her rank is E-3, which is 
Private First Class. 

Private First Classes are 
the basic workforce strength 
rank of the U. S Army. A 
enlisted soldier begins 
transition from apprentice to 
by developing technical 
skills. 

Washington has a lot of support from 
peers. Her family has a strong military 
background on both sides which she says makes 
it second nature to her. 

“My family is super supportive and they couldn’t 
be more proud of the things that i’m doing with my life 
and future,” Washington said. 

Washingtons fellow cheer mates are also happy and proud 

“They understand that outside of school and cheer I have a job to 
do and they give me the true definition of what a cheer team should 
be,” Washington said. 

Some of her other hobbies include reading and researching history 
when she has a time to. Washington wants to encourage anyone to join 
the Army Reserves and is very blunt about the stigma that some people 
have about it. 

“I had people who didn’t even know the history of the military 
telling me not to go. It’s nothing like that, I would not have made it this 
far if I listened to what people was telling me what it was going to be,” 



Student leaders recognized 


Hannah Horton 

Student Life Editor 

Students, faculty members and organizations were 
recognized for their leadership achievements at the 11th 
annual Student Leadership Banquet. The Banquet took place 
on Thursday, April 19, at the Green Acres Baptist Church 
Crosswalk Conference Center. 

Dr. Tim Drain, Assistant Vice President for Athletics and 
Student Life, served as a speaker for the event. 

Several awards were given to faculty and staff members. 
Phil Weber, Supervisor of Landscaping and Grounds, was 
selected for the Unsung Hero award. The Advisor of the Year 
award went to Murphy Turner, a New Student Orientation 
Coordinator and Apache Chief Advisor. The Heart of Gold 


award went to Erica Thurman, Enrollment Support Specialist. 

Top student awards went to Samantha Prozak for Student 
Employee of the Year, Deirdre Hummel for Unsung Hero, 
Ocean Garibel for Champion of Character, Justin Crowe for 
Emerging Student of the Year and Patrick Smallwood, Student 
Leader of the Year. 

During the ceremony, Smallwood, who served as Executive 
President of the Student Senate during the 2017-2018 school 
year, symbolically “passed the gavel” to the 2018-2019 Executive 
President, Christian Marez. 

“It has been an honor to serve as this year’s Student Body 
President, and I’m beyond proud of what we’ve accomplished as 
a team,” Smallwood said. “It is my pleasure to pass the gavel to 
the 2018-2019 Executive President, Christian Marez. He has 
gone above and beyond this year, and I know that he will do an 


exceptional job.” 

Awards that were chosen by members of student 
organizations were also presented. “It is the purpose of tonight’s 
banquet to allow student clubs and organizations to come 
together on one night to award all of our students and advisors 
in one location,” Drain said. 

Two DrumBeat staff members received awards: Editor-in- 
Chief, Vanesa Olvera, took home the MVP of the Newsroom 
Award, and Managing Editor, Andres Jaimes, was named Most 
Dedicated in the Newsroom. Jaimes was also nominated for 
Student Leader of the Year. 

Drain closed the ceremony by stating that “it is such an 
honor to be nominated by your peers, which makes all the 
nominees winners tonight.” 
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Vanesa Olvera 
Editor-in-Chief 



It seems like I was just writing my “Meet 
the Editor” yesterday. Time really does fly 
when you keep yourself busy. 

My time as Editor-in-Chief has come to 
an end. I wish I would have joined the student 
media sooner than I did, but I definitely 
enjoyed the short time I was a part of it. I 
learned so much more than I expected in just 
one semester. I can only imagine how much 
more I couldVe accomplished had I joined 
sooner. 

As I mentioned before, I was writing 
stories for The Drumbeat in the fall of 2017 
just to be able to add to them to my portfolio. 
I didn’t realize how good I was at writing until 
I was consistently getting good feedback from 
professors, family and friends. I was pretty 
shocked when I was asked to be the Editor- 
in-Chief for the spring of 2018 but I felt very 
honored and excited. 

I knew it would be a difficult semester 
because it would be my last, I am a single 
mother of two, and I work two other part- 
time jobs. 

I was overwhelmed at first. I didn’t know 
how and if I would be able to do so much 
,but here we are putting out our final issue 
for the semester and only two weeks left until 
graduation. 

I went from writing stories, to Editor- 
in-Chief, to mentoring by CBS 19 anchors. 
I am very grateful for the great team we had 


because we definitely all put in the work to 
make it a very successful semester. 

Everyone always joked about how I 
literally lived in the lab but now that I look 
back I really did. I spent a lot of time either 
writing stories, doing homework, helping 
others, or just trying to learn a little more of 
everything. 

I will be graduating in a couple of weeks 
with my Advertising/Public Relations degree. 
I don’t really have anything lined up yet but 
my plan is to become a publicist in the music 
industry. 

Although my major is in Public Relations 
I know I will be able to use all that I learned 
and be able to apply it to my career. 

To anyone out there who may feel like 
they have too much going on to add more 
to their plate, I promise you can do anything 
you set your mind to. Manage your time 
wisely. 

Knowledge is power. Even if it is 
something that is not in your career field learn 
about it if you are given the opportunity. 

I couldn’t have done any of this without 
the immense support of my parents, sister, and 
friends. It has been a long three years. I had 
my melt downs, lack of sleep and sometimes 
no social life but I know it will all be worth it. 

Thank you Mr. Gray and Mrs. Jennische 
for all your help, and for the dedication you 
both have for what you do. I will miss you all! 


Andres R. Jaimes 

Managing Editor 



Three years go by fast, and after all this 
time I feel like this last semester has tought 
me a ton of things. 

After three years, and being in involved 
in many different organizations there’s too 
much to say goodbye to, however, it’s never 
too much to thank and appreciate what others 
did for me. 

I would like to start by thanking Mrs. 
Nidia Hassan for opening the TJC doors to 
me, as a freshman, she allowed me to have my 
first job on campus and my first presidency 
in the Hispanic Student Organization, along 
with plenty other experiences and lessons 
throughout the years. 

Thank you Derik Gray and Rachel 
Jennische for bringing me to The Drumbeat, 
and allowing me to gain an abundant amount 
of experience in my field of study and allowing 
to me share my opinions in the newspaper 
and online. My work in journalism will now 
have a little of their taste in it. 

Also, thank you, Mrs. Diana Karol, 
Mrs. Aukse Harris, and Joseph Talbot, for 
believing in me as a resident assistant and for 
encouraging me to be the best and different 
through my days as a senior resident assistant 
in one of the biggest residence halls on 
campus. 

To all of my professors, that supported 
me and gave me all the tips and advice to 


succeed in my academics. TJC professors are 
the best example of qualified staff, and a big 
role on TJC’s promise on providing a quality 
education. 

For my friends and family in the student 
body, which are too many to name, you know 
who you are, thank you, for always helping 
me and supporting me, for sharing the best 
moments of my life with me, through the 
laughs and the tears, y’all made me who I am. 

And lastly, to my wonderful girlfriend, 
Briana Molina, for being in my life and 
becoming my family every step of way. My 
life became easier when our relationship 
started. You’re definitely what I needed. I 
love you. 

As much as I miss my parents, and my 
country, I know I feel safe at TJC with a 
much bigger and different family, but it’s time 
to built this legacy wearing purple. Axe em’ 
Jacks. 

Thank you TJC. 
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STUDENT MEDIA 


You may have noticed-Southside Bank has a brand new look. 
We are updating to better serve you as a modern bank with a 
hometown touch. 

Of course, all the best parts of Southside are staying the same. 
Our experienced staff and convenient locations are still here to 
provide the friendly service you have come to expect from us. 

See what’s new at Southside. Stop by or visit southside.com to 
discover banking with a hometown touch” 


Member FDIC o 2017 Southside Bank. All rights reserved. C1017P 
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FIRST COPY FREE 

Additional copies may be purchased for 50 cents 
each by contacting the TJC journalism office. 
Newspaper theft is a crime. Those who violate 
the single copy rule may be subject to civil and 
criminal prosecution and/or subject to university 
discipline. 

ADVERTISING 

The DrumBeat accepts advertising at the rate of 
$5 per column-inch. To request a copy of The 
Drumbeat's advertising rate card with submission 
guidelines, policies and deadlines call 903-510- 
2299. 


CORRECTIONS POLICY 

The DrumBeat strives to provide accurate 
information and welcomes comments, 
suggestions, and/or complaints about errors 
that warrant correction. Messages about news 
coverage can be e-mailed to news@thedrumbeat. 
com. Letters to the editor may be e-mailed to 
news@thedrumbeat.com, delivered to Potter 204 
or faxed to 903-510-3246. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The Drumbeat invites its readers to share views 
by writing letters to the editor. All contributions 
will be edited for grammar, spelling, length (300 
words maximum), profanity and personal attacks. 


All letters must include the author’s name, address, 
telephone number and academic classification. 
Editors reserve the right to deny publication of any 
letter. Letters should be e-mailed to: 
news@thedrumbeat.com or brought to P204. 

C The DrumBeat 20V 

All rights reserved. The DrumBeat, the student 
newspaper of Tyler Junior College, is published 
by journalism students biweekly during the fall 
and spring terms except during holidays and final 
exams. The DrumBeat is a student publication and 
the opinions expressed herein are not necessarily 
those of the administration, faculty, staff or the 
adviser. 
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Andres R. Jaimes 

Managing Editor 

As TJC expands its territory throughout 
East Texas, the Board of Trustees saw fit to give 
Dr. Juan Mejia a promotion to District Provost 
President of Branch Locations. 

In this new role, Dr. Mejia will oversee the 
outside campuses that TJC owns across East 
Texas, like TJC Rusk, TJC Jacksonville, TJC 
West in Tyler, TJC North in Lindale and TJC’s 
Online Virtual Campus. 

“The new role will allow me to go out to 
the community a bit more,” said Mejia. “The 
challenge is going to be strategic and intentional 
in the vast amount of opportunities which are 
the priorities for the institution.” 

As this new role begins for Dr. Mejia, he 
defines TJC as a “powerhouse of higher learning,” 
and seeks to expand the beauty and the feeling of 
our main campuses to our other campuses. 

Dr. Mejia sees that in the near future, other 
junior colleges can look at TJC and see how, he, 
along with Chancellor Metke, Board of Trustees, 
faculty, staff and students reinvented junior 
colleges. 


Even though it seems like a lot of time and 
work, Dr. Mejia admitted that his mindset will 
remain the same. 

“I know why we do what we do,” said Mejia. 
“I believe in the missions of community colleges, 
but I want to reinvented.” 

Times have changed for Dr. Mejia, and he 
plans to use his “Meela Method,” named after 
his wife, to make TJC a world class institution of 
higher learning. 

Dr. Mejia worked for South Texas College, 
as the Vice-President of Academic Affairs. There, 
he worked to expand South Texas College where 
he played a similar role that he will be playing 
now as President of Branch Location. 

The biggest challenge for Dr. Mejia when 
he arrived to TJC, was student involvement with 
student organizations, and athletics 

Dr. Mejia arrived to TJC in 2013, as Vice- 
President of Student Affairs, and since then, it 
has been non-stop for his dedication, as in 2016, 
he became the 1st hispanic District Provost, and 
now President of Branch Locations. 

“I want to be broad base, so we all work 
together for a brilliant way of life for everybody 
that we serve,” said Mejia. 
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TJC professor displays digital artwork 
in the movie “Ready Player One” 



Anna Graves 

Online Editor 


The sci-fi thriller, Ready Player One, has hit the theaters, and a TJC professor has a hand 
in the films animation. 

Justin Sullivan, professor of game and simulation development, created a digital animation 
that appears in the movie Ready Player one directed by Steven Spielberg. The background digital 
character is revealed in a scene along many other animations. 

Digital background characters are just like real background actors. They are used to fill the 
background space, and don’t have any speaking parts. 

“I read the book back in 2012, and I love the book. I told everyone [about the book]. It was 
a highly recommended book on my list. A friend heard that Warner Bros, was looking for talent 
for this film and let me know about it.That’s kinda how I found out about the whole thing.” 

Sullivan constructed his animation without direct supervision or partnered collaboration. 
He was given a detailed sheet of instructions and requirements for the character. 

Although his character is minor, Sullivan said it was a really fun project. The animation was 
built using 171,604 polygons, and took about a total of 24 hours of work. 

Polygons are small digital shapes in computer graphics that are used to construct a digital 
animation. 



“I call her Heart, but she’s such a minor role in the film, she doesn’t have an actual name. 
She’s not in the book and she’s not a major character, but I came up with a background story 
and a name...” 

Heart is described to have details like a swatch watch, a backpack that also functions as a 
jet pack, an old school cassette player, headphones, glasses and high-top sneakers. She is called 
heart because she loves hearts. 

Two large pink hearts rest at the top of her wings, and a smaller purple heart is located on 
her chest. * 

Aside from his work for “Ready Player One,” Sullivan has trained and created content 
for many companies. His work has was used for Luke Air Force Base, Raytheon Missile 
Systems, Bombardier Aerospace, Honeywell, Cranial Technologies, Intraspace, Sandia National 
Laboratory, THQJRainbow Studios), Artifact Entertainment, Oralbotic Research, Cinematix 
Studios. And many others like pool companies, architectural companies, and engineering 
companies. 

Sullivan said it’s really neat to get to see his work displayed next to other characters in 
theater, like Laura Croft, from Tomb Raiders, Goro from Mortal Combat and many others. 

If your weekend plans include going to watch “Ready Player One” in theaters, then be sure 
to lookout for Justin Sullivan’s character, Heart. 
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LOOK & LEASE 

MOVE-IN 

SPECIAL 


FIRST MONTH'S 


RENT 


WELCOME TO ALPINE CREEK APARTMENTS 


Are you searching the Tyler area for the 
perfect place to call home? Alpine Creek 
is in Tyler, Texas on 17 acres of beautifully 
landscaped grounds through the community, 
The community’s garden-style apartments 
are the perfect place to call home. You can 
choose from our spacious one, two, or three 
bedroom floor plans while surrounding 
yourself within our charming community 
situated in an award-winning school district. 


The community’s interiors and exterior have 
recently been renovated and the existing 
facilities have been improved. This includes 
our newly designed swimming pool as well 
as adding the following new amenities for 
your enjoyment: new state-of-the art dog 
park, children’s playground, a new office and 
business center, an outdoor bbq/kitchen 
and firepit. 


ALPINECREEKAPARTMENTS.COM | (903)561-2420 


♦ 
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Cheating in college 

TJC study shows the pressure on students to cheat 


in. 


Vanesa Olvera 

Editor-in-Chief 

A study on academic integrity reveals the number of 
college students who admit to cheating. 

One hundred TJC students answered a brief 
questionnaire conducted by a mass media class on academic 
integrity in March of 2018. Forty three out of the 100 
students who answered admitted to cheating in more than 
one way. Out of those 43, 30 admitted to cheating one to 
three times. Ten cheated four to 10 times and three of those 
said they cheated more than 11 times. 

The questionnaire listed the ways of cheating as paying 
someone to do an assignment, purchasing a paper online, 
plagiarizing from a source, getting answers from others and 
looking at hidden answers. 

The area of study with the most students who admitted 
to cheating was math with 28 percent. History followed with 
28 percent and English with 14 percent. 

The majority of the students answered that the reason 
for cheating was because they needed a good grade. Other 
answers included not having enough time, too lazy to study 
and do the work. 

Twenty-two percent of students said they cheated on 
homework assignments while the other 20 percent said they 
cheated on either a test in class or an online class assignment/ 
quiz. 

Nicholas White, a freshman advertising major, thinks 
students should receive a failing grade for any class they cheat 


“The reason is too fold. First, it acts as a deterrent if you 
already know that you will fail the test you want to take that 
chance, but if you risk failing the class the risk far outweighs 
the reward of cheating. The second reason is because if you do 
it once and are caught there is no way to tell if you have done 
it before or will do it again and it discredits the hard work that 
others put into the class,” White said. 

Sixteen percent of the students agreed with White, while 
87 percent think they should be let go with a warning or a 
failing grade on an assignment. 

Sydney Frazier, sophomore education major, said it 
makes her mad when people cheat. 

“When someone cheats, they’re only cheating themselves. 
It makes me mad. It tells me they’re not trying,” Frazier said. 

Sixty seven percent of students believe that enough 
is being done by TJC to prevent cheating while 29 percent 
believe not enough is being done. 

The Student Code of Conduct defines that cheating 
is using unauthorized materials in any academic exercise. 
Examples include copying from another student’s paper 
or receiving unauthorized assistance during a quiz, test or 
examination. Other examples include plagiarism, collusion, 
fabrication, falsification, misrepresentation, multiple 
submissions, and complicit. Any student found to have 
committed misconduct is subject to disciplinary sanctions 
oudined in Article IV. 

Article IV states that any member of the College 
community may file charges against a student for violations 
of the Student code. If the student admits to violating 
institutional rules but sanctions are not agreed to, a hearing 


may be agreed to. After a hearing the following sanctions 
can be imposed upon any student found to have violated 
the student code, warning, probation, loss of privileges, 
fines, restitution, discretionary sanctions, college suspension, 
expulsion, revocation of admission or withholding a degree. 

Although the majority of students agreed that TJC is 
doing enough to prevent any of this, students such as Kat 
Cook, a freshman Biology major thinks there is not a way to 
fully prevent it. 

“Honestly I don’t think there is a way to prevent it 
completely because of the internet and because friends 
will always want to help each other out by giving answers. 
Cheating will always remain. Teachers could just be more 
aware and alert during tests/quizzes,” Cook said. 

Other students such as Ryan Jackson were not afraid to 
admit how easy it is to cheat in college. 

“It’s pretty easy to cheat because people know who or 
what to go to for a source, the internet has everything on it,” 
Jackson said. 

According to findings conducted on April 20, 2016 
by Margaret Barthel of Theadantic.com, The ICAI reports 
that about 68 percent of undergraduate students surveyed 
admitted to cheating on a test or written work. Forty-three 
percent of graduate students do the same. 

The findings show that this can potentially be a problem 
in more than just local community colleges. 

With technology changing by the day, it seems that 
cheating is only getting easier and easier for students. 
That leads to lack of knowledge in the subjects which can 
potentially be dangerous for students majoring in many 
different careers such as nursing. 


FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE 

CLASS 

CLASS 

CLASS 

CLASS 

CLASS 

7:00 a.m., MWF 

8:25 a.m. TR 

12:00 noon, MWF 

3:00 p.m., TR 

7:00 p.m., T 

EXAM TIME 

EXAM TIME 

EXAM TIME 

EXAM TIME 

EXAM TIME 

Mon., May 7 

Tues., May 8 

Wed., May 9 

Thurs., May 10 

Tues., May 8 

7:00-8:50 a.m. 

8:25-10:15 a.m. 

12:00—1:50 p.m. 

3:00—4:50 p.m. 

7:30-9:20 p.m. 

CLASS 

CLASS 

CLASS 

CLASS 

CLASS 

9:00 a.m., MWF, 9:50 MW 

11:15 a.m. TR 

2 p.m., MWF, 2:05 MW 

3:30 & 3:50 p.m., TR 

5:35 & 6:00 p.m., W 

EXAM TIME 

EXAM TIME 

& 2:25 p.m. MW 

EXAM TIME 

EXAM TIME 

Mon., May 7 

Tues., May 8 

EXAMTIME 

Thurs., May 10 

Wed., May 9 

9:00—10:50 a.m. 

11:15-1:05 p.m. 

Wed., May 9 

2:00—3:50 p.m. 

3:30—5:20 p.m. 

5:30—7:20 p.m. 

CLASS 

CLASS 


CLASS 

CLASS 

11:00 a.m., MWF, 11:15 MW 

2:05 & 2:25 p.m. TR 

CUSS 

5:35 & 6:00 p.m., M & MW 

7:00 p.m., W 

EXAM TIME 

EXAM TIME 

7:00 a.m., TR 

EXAM TIME 

EXAM TIME 

Mon., May 7 

Tues., May 8 

EXAM TIME 

Mon., May 7 

Wed., May 9 

11:00—12:50 p.m. 

2:05—3:55 p.m. 

Thurs., May 10 

7:00—8:50 a.m. 

5:30-7:20 p.m. 

7:30—9:20 p.m. 

CLASS 

CUSS 


CLASS 

CLASS 

1:00 p.m. MW & MWF 

8:00 a.m., MWF, 8:25 MW 

CUSS 

7:00 p.m., M & MW 

5:30 & 6:00 p.m., R 

12:40 p.m. MW 

EXAM TIME 

9:50 a.m., TR 

EXAM TIME 

EXAM TIME 

EXAM TIME 

Wed., May 9 

EXAMTIME 

Mon., May 7 

Thurs., May 10 

Mon., May 7 

8:00—9:50 a.m. 

Thurs., May 10 

7:30—9:20 p.m. 

5:30—7:20 p.m. 

1:00—2:50 p.m. 

CLASS 

9:50—11:40 a.m. 

CLASS 

CLASS 

CLASS 

10:00 a.m. MWF 

CLASS 

5:35 & 6 p.m., T & TR 

7:00 p.m., R 

3:30 and 3:50 p.m. MW 

EXAM TIME 

12:40 & 1:00 p.m., TR 

EXAM TIME 

EXAM TIME 

EXAM TIME 

Wed., May 9 

EXAM TIME 

Tues., May 8 

Thurs., May 10 

Mon., May 7 

10:00—11:50 a.m. 

Thurs., May 10 

5:30—7:20 p.m. 

7:30—9:20 p.m. 

3:00—4:50 p.m. 


12:40—2:30 p.m. 
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